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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
ROM A COMMENTARY ON TODAY’S

HOLY GOSPEL: St. Gregory the Great
justly remarks, that this Parable needs no explanation since Eternal
Wisdom Himself has told us its meaning. All that we have to do is to
profit by this divine teaching, and become the good soil, wherein the
heavenly Seed may yield a rich harvest. How often have we not, hitherto,
allowed it to be trampled on by them that passed by, or to be torn up by the birds
of the air? How often has it not found our heart like a stone, that could give no
moisture, or like a thorn plot, that could but choke? We listened to the Word of
God; we took pleasure in hearing it; and from this we argued well for ourselves.
Nay, we have often received this Word with joy and eagerness. Sometimes, even, it
took root within us. But, alas! something always came to stop its growth.
Henceforth, it must both grow and yield fruit. The Seed given to us is of such
quality, that the Divine Sower has a right to expect a hundredfold. If the soil, that is,
if our heart, be good—if we take the trouble to prepare it, by profiting of the means
afforded us by the Church—we shall have an abundant harvest to show our Lord
on that grand Day, when, rising triumphant from His tomb, He shall come to share
with His faithful people the glory of His Resurrection. Inspirited by this hope, and
full of confidence in Him, Who has once more thrown His Seed in this long
ungrateful soil, let us sing with the Church, in her Offertory, these beautiful words
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Sexagesima Sunday

February 16th, 2020

of the Royal Psalmist—they are a prayer for holy
resolution and perseverance. The Church offers to us
this week (in the Matins of the Roman Breviary) of
Sexagesima, the history of Noah and the deluge. Man
has not profited by the warnings already given him.
God is obliged to punish him once more, and by a
terrible chastisement. There is found out of the whole
human race one just man, whom with God makes a
covenant, and with us through him. But, before He
draws up this new alliance, He would show that He is
the Sovereign Master, and that man, and the earth
whereon he lives, subsist solely by His power and
permission. This is the Mystery of the Divine Office
during the week of Sexagesima. The Mystery
expressed in today’s Mass is of still greater
importance, and the first is but a figure of the second.
The earth is deluged by sin and heresy. But the Word of
God, the Seed of life, is ever producing a new
generation, a race of men, who, like Noah, fear God. It
is the Word of God that produces those happy
children, of whom the Beloved Disciple speaks,
saying: they are born not of blood, nor of the will of the
flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God [St. John, 1. 13].
Let us endeavor to be of this family; or, if we already
be numbered among its members, let us zealously
maintain our glorious position. What we have to do,
during these days of Septuagesima, is to escape from
the Deluge of worldliness, and take shelter in the Ark
of salvation; we have to become that good soil, which
yields a hundred-fold from the heavenly Seed. Let us
flee from the wrath to come, lest we perish with the
enemies of God: let us hunger after that Word of God,
which converteth and giveth life to souls [Ps. xviii]. This
awful chastisement of the human race by the Deluge
was a fresh consequence of sin. This time, however,
there was found one just man; and it was through him
and his family that the world was restored. Having
once more mercifully renewed His covenant with His
creatures, God allows the earth to be re-peopled, and
makes the three sons of Noah become the Fathers of
the three great families of the human race.
With the Greeks, this is the seventh day of their
week Apocreös, which begins on the Monday after our
Septuagesima Sunday. They call this week
Apocreös, because they then begin to abstain from
flesh-meat, which abstinence is observed till Easter
Sunday.—Fr Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor.

NEW SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
STARTING MARCH 1ST:

7:00 am; 9:00 am (Low); 11:30 am (High)
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in
keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament, kindly refrain from wearing shorts, teeshirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or
backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing of any sort.
Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee
when sitting even with leggings. With due regard to
time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear
decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday February 9, 2020
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$2472.00
$622.00

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$75.00
$75.75

TOTAL

$3244.75

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$3,357

Special Parish Project

$0.00

Come and Adore Thy King, His Majesty, Jesus the Christ,
Exposed on the Altar every Friday from 1:00 to 7:45 pm.

Please sign up for an hour.

! School of Virtue opened today at 12:30 pm.
! We have our LENT is COMING worksheets out in the
Church. Be sure to get one. They are also on our website.
! On Mondays at 10:30 AM the Bible Study continues in the
Undercroft with Bob Salmon as the teacher.
! On Wednesday evenings we are holding our Associatio
Amicorum for men of the parish, young and old, starting time
is 6:30 PM.
! Please inform Fr. Shannon if you have any children in
need of receiving the Sacraments this Spring… namely First
Communion and Confirmation. Fr. Shannon will teach
preparation classes starting in Lent. Confirmation is
scheduled for Saturday, May 2nd at 10 AM; First
Communion - Sunday, June 7 @ 11:30 AM.
! Need to learn how to meditate properly? Go to the School
of Virtue tab on our parish website and download LESS ME.
AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the head
of Satan; wherefore we humbly beseech
thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that, under thy
command, they may seek out all evil spirits, engage
them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, and
hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like unto
God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be
our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of God,
send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive far
from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels, defend
us and keep us. Amen.

