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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
1858, St. Bernadette fulfilled the sixth of fifteen promised
visits to the grotto of Massabielle. Surrounded by peasants and nobles,
Bernadette enters into communication with the Lady for about an hour.
Although her words cannot be overheard by those attending, it is evident
that she is in animated conversation with the Lady, who entrusts a
sorrowful secret to her. In making her petitions to the Lady, she weeps and kisses
the ground. One doubting nobleman said: “I had felt Her presence and I was
convinced that Her motherly gaze had hovered over my head. It was a most
solemn hour of my life! I was thrown almost into a delirium of madness by the
thought that a cynical, sneering, self-satisfied fellow like me had been permitted to
come so close to the Queen of Heaven.” On the 100th anniversary of the Lourdes
apparitions, Pope Pius XII promulgated an encyclical letter in which he wrote
many things relevant to our times (you can download a copy from our parish
website found under the Grotto & Apparitions tab). In his letter this good Pope
writes: “With a mother's compassion she looks upon this world redeemed by her Son's
Blood, where sin accomplishes so much ruin daily, and three times makes her urgent
appeal: "Penance, penance, penance!" She even appeals for outward expressions: "Go kiss
the earth in penance for sinners." And to this gesture must be added a prayer: "Pray to
God for sinners." As in the days of John the Baptist, as at the start of Jesus' ministry,
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February 29: Saturday after Ash Wednesday
Poor & Holy Souls in Purgatory

Quinquagesima Sunday

February 23rd, 2020

this command, strong and rigorous, shows men the way
which leads back to God: "Repent!" Who would dare to say
that this appeal for the conversion of hearts is untimely
today? … But the world… is … undergoing a terrible
temptation to materialism which has been denounced by
Our Predecessors and Ourselves on many occasions… It
rages … in a love of money which creates ever greater havoc
as modern enterprises expand, and which, unfortunately,
determines many of the decisions which weigh heavy on the
life of the people. It finds expression in the cult of the body,
in excessive desire for comforts, and in flight from all the
austerities of life. It encourages scorn for human life, even
for life which is destroyed before seeing the light of day. This
materialism is present in the unrestrained search for
pleasure, which flaunts itself shamelessly and tries, through
reading matter and entertainments, to seduce souls which
are still pure. It shows itself in lack of interest in one's
brother, in selfishness which crushes him, in justice which
deprives him of his rights -- in a word, in that concept of life
which regulates everything exclusively in terms of material
prosperity and earthly satisfactions… To a society which in
its public life often contests the supreme rights of God, to a
society which would gain the whole world at the expense of
its own soul and thus hasten to its own destruction, the
Virgin Mother has sent a cry of alarm… ‘Kindly come . . . ,’
said the Virgin to Bernadette. This discreet invitation, which
does not compel but is addressed to the heart and requests
with delicacy a free and generous response, the Mother of
God addresses again to her children in France and the whole
world. Christians will not remain deaf to this appeal; they
will go to Mary. It is to each of them that We wish to say at
the conclusion of this letter with St. Bernard: ‘Amid
dangers, difficulties, and doubts, think of Mary, invoke
Mary's aid.... If you follow her, you will not stray; if you
entreat her, you will not lose hope; if you reflect upon her,
you will not err; if she supports you, you will not fall; if she
protects you, you will not fear; if she leads you, you will not
grow weary; if she is propitious, you will reach your
goal....’” From the second day of her fifteen visits to the
Grotto onward, Bernadette always held a lit candle.
Among other things, this candle represents her
baptism. In a word, she was fulfilling her vows to
reject Satan and all his works and false promises as
well as the pomps of the world. This too is our
penance. Now is the time to renew our efforts of
fulfilling our vows by taking a LENT IS COMING
worksheet—Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor.

NEW SUNDAY MASS SCHEDULE
STARTING MARCH 1ST:

7:00 am; 9:00 am (Low); 11:30 am (High)
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in
keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament, kindly refrain from wearing shorts, teeshirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or
backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing of any sort.
Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee
when sitting even with leggings. With due regard to
time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear
decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday February 16, 2020
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$2821.00
$945.25

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$0.00
$72.19

TOTAL

$3838.44

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$3,357

Special Parish Project

$0.00

ASH WEDNESDAY MASSES:
6:30 am, 12:10 pm, 7:00 pm (High)
ASH WEDNESDAY IS A DAY OF
OBLIGATORY FASTING AND ABSTINENCE.
! School of Virtue opened today at 12:30 pm.
! We have our LENT is COMING worksheets available in
the Church, and RULES for FASTING and ABSTINENCE.
Be sure to get one. They are also on our website.
! On Mondays at 10:30 AM the Bible Study continues in the
Undercroft with Bob Salmon as the teacher.
! This coming Wednesday Associatio Amicorum is canceled
due to Ash Wednesday.
! PARENTS: We ask that you please keep the children out
of the flower beds (always) and off the grass (at this time).
! We are now accepting MASS INTENTIONS.
! Parish Potluck will be held on March 15 to coincide with
the parish play on the Mass Rocks in the Glen and the
feasts of St. Patrick and St. Joseph.
! Please inform Fr. Shannon if you have any children in
need of receiving the Sacraments this Spring… namely First
Communion and Confirmation. Fr. Shannon will teach
preparation classes starting in Lent. Confirmation is
scheduled for Saturday, May 2nd at 10 AM; First
Communion - Sunday, June 7 @ 11:30 AM.
AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the head
of Satan; wherefore we humbly beseech
thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that, under thy
command, they may seek out all evil spirits, engage
them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, and
hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like unto
God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be
our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of God,
send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive far
from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels, defend
us and keep us. Amen.

