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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
A continuation of last week's column on the life and times of Fr. Jean Baptiste Rauzan.
URING HIS TIME OF EXILE,

Fr. Rauzan longed to return to his native soil
in order to spare others in France from making the same mistake as
the Revolutionaries. Just like the Prodigal Son came to his senses and
returned to his Father’s house, so the country of France, the Eldest
Daughter of the Church, would slowly begin to return home to God.
Fr. Rauzan would be there not to condemn the prodigal children but to act as the
arms of the Father in embracing those who returned. In fact, the very motto given
to the Society of the Priests of Mercy by our founder — Misericordia Motus Est —
He was moved with mercy — was taken from St. Luke’s Gospel and the parable of
the Prodigal Son. Bringing people home to the Catholic Faith, however, would
demand more than the efforts of a single priest. Fr. Rauzan, therefore, was
commissioned by Cardinal Fesch, Archbishop of Lyon, France, to found a religious
order initially called the Missionaries of France in the year 1808. This group of
priests, these first Priests of Mercy, led by Fr. Rauzan went from parish to parish
and city to city preaching parish missions, retreats, hearing confessions, and
leading public devotions. Countless thousands returned to the Faith of their
Fathers. In addition to this mission band of priests preaching the Gospel, Fr.
Rauzan would also found a group of religious women known as the Ladies or
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14th Sunday after Pentecost

September 6th, 2020

Dames of St. Clotilde. Their work was solely the
education and formation of young women in
academics, in virtue, and in the Holy Faith. Fr. Jean
Baptiste’s reasoning for this new congregation of
women was simple. It was good wives and mothers
that would keep the Faith and the fruits of the missions
alive in the homes of the faithful. Sisters forming
virtuous women would mean that the families of
France would be godly. In addition to establishing the
good sisters, Fr. Rauzan also ordered his men to staff
special places of devotion within Paris that would not
only increase piety, but would also increase the
knowledge of Catholics in the Holy Faith through good
preaching and regular catechesis. Among these works
included the pilgrimage site and Calvary known as Mt.
Valerian and the historical church of St. Genevieve.—
Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday August 30, 2020
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$3530.00
$1167.00

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$105.00
$58.04

TOTAL

$4860.04

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$3,357

Special Parish Project

$260.00

! The School of Virtue is opened Sunday evenings at 7 pm
via Zoom, Fr. Shannon’s Wednesday evening meditation is
at 7:30 pm via Zoom.
! Hurricane Laura hit the western portion of Louisiana in late
August, causing severe destruction to most of the Diocese of
Lake Charles. Bishop Glen Provost of Lake Charles said:
“The city is a disaster. No house, no business is left
untouched. We have 39 parish churches and 7 missions.
All suffered some damage. Of the 39 parish churches at
least six suffered total destruction while at least a dozen
other churches are so highly compromised that it would
be a major effort to rehabilitate them in order to have
normal services. Nearly one third of priests in active
ministry are displaced.” In view of this devastation, Bishop
Foys is requesting that parishes of our Diocese take up a
collection next weekend, September 13, to assist the
Diocese of Lake Charles at this time of need. Any and all
donations will be sent to the Diocese of Lake Charles. There
are no administrative fees attached to this collection.
! Second collection this Sunday is for Undercroft project.
! I, Fr. Shannon Collins, pastor of Our Lady of Lourdes,
publish the banns of marriage between Kenneth Poole and
Dawn Robinson, as well as of marriage between Stephan
Bartold and Rebecca Madison. If any of you here present
know cause or just impediment, why either of these couples
should not be joined in holy matrimony, you are to declare it.
This is the second time asking.

St. Rose of Lima on the Value of Suffering…
LORD AND SAVIOR lifted up his voice and said
with incomparable majesty: “Let all men know that
grace comes after tribulation. Let them know that
without the burden of afflictions it is impossible to reach
the height of grace. Let them know that the gifts of grace increase
as the struggles increase. Let men take care not to stray and be
deceived. This is the only true stairway to paradise, and without
the cross they can find no road to climb to heaven.” When I
heard these words, a strong force came upon me and
seemed to place me in the middle of a street, so that I might
say in a loud voice to people of every age, sex and status:
“Hear, O people; hear, O nations. I am warning you about
the commandment of Christ by using words that came
from His own lips: We cannot obtain grace unless we suffer
afflictions. We must heap trouble upon trouble to attain a
deep participation in the divine nature, the glory of the
sons of God and perfect happiness of soul.” … “If only
mortals would learn how great it is to possess divine grace,
how beautiful, how noble, how precious. How many riches
it hides within itself, how many joys and delights! Without
doubt they would devote all their care and concern to
winning for themselves pains and afflictions. All men
throughout the world would seek trouble, infirmities and
torments, instead of good fortune, in order to attain the
unfathomable treasure of grace. This is the reward and the
final gain of patience. No one would complain about his
cross or about troubles that may happen to him, if he
would come to know the scales on which they are weighed
when they are distributed to men.”
UR

NOVENA TO THE SORROWFUL
MOTHER OF GOD
AIL MARY, FULL OF
SORROWS,
the

Crucified is with
thee; tearful art
thou amongst women, and
tearful is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus. Holy Mary,
Mother of the Crucified, give
tears to us, crucifiers of thy
Son, now and at the hour of
our death. Amen.
O MARY, MOTHER OF SORROWS, I beseech thee, by
the bitter agony thou didst endure at the foot of the
Cross, offer to the Eternal Father, in my name, thy
Beloved Son, Jesus, all covered with Blood and
Wounds, in satisfaction for my sins, for the needs of
Holy Church, the conversion of sinners, the relief of
the souls in Purgatory, and for the special grace I
now implore. Amen. (mention your request).
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be…
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in
keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament, kindly refrain from wearing shorts, tee-shirts,
tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or backless
dresses, or form-fitting clothing of any sort. Please wear
dresses and skirts that fall below the knee when sitting
even with leggings. With due regard to time and
circumstance, all are encouraged to wear decorous attire
befitting sacred and divine worship.

