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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
T THAT TIME,

Jesus spoke this parable to the multitudes: The kingdom of heaven is
like to a grain of mustard-seed, which a man took and sowed in his field... Gospel
for 23rd Sunday (Matt. XIII. 31-35).
What is here understood by the kingdom of heaven?
The Church and the doctrine of Christ.
Why is the Church compared to a grain of mustard-seed?
Because there is a great similarity between them. The mustard-seed, though so small,
grows in Palestine so high and so rapidly, that it becomes a broad tree, in which birds can
build their nests. In like manner the Church of Christ was in the beginning very small like
the mustard seed, but it soon spread so wide that numberless people, even great
philosophers and princes, came to find peace and protection under its branches.
Why is Christ’s doctrine compared to leaven?
Because like the leaven, which quickly penetrates the flour, and makes it palatable bread,
the doctrine of Christ, spreading with surprising swiftness over the then known parts of
the globe, gave the Gentiles a taste for divine things and for heavenly wisdom. Thus
Christ’s doctrine penetrates him who receives it, sanctifies all his thoughts, words, and
deeds, and makes him pleasing to God.
By what means, in particular, was the Church of Christ propagated?
By the omnipotence of God and the miracles which He so frequently wrought to prove the
truth and divinity of the Christian religion; the courageous faith, and the pure moral life of
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the early Christians, which led many pagan minds to accept
the doctrine of Christ; and the persecution of Christianity,
for, as Tertullian says: “The blood of the martyrs was the seed of
the Church.” The false doctrine of Mahomet, the erroneous
teachings of Luther, Calvin, and earlier and later heretics
have, it is true, also spread quickly far and wide; but this is
not to be wondered at, for it is easy to lead people to a
doctrine that encourages sensuality, and to which they are
carried by their evil inclinations, as was the case with the
doctrine of the impostor Mahomet, and three hundred
years ago with the heresy of Luther; but to spread a
doctrine which demands the subduing of the carnal, earthly
inclinations, and to bend the will to the yoke of obedience
to faith, something more than human eloquence is required.
Thus, the Chancellor of England, Thomas More, who gave
his blood for the true doctrine of Christ, wrote to Luther,
who was boasting of the rapid increase of his sect: “It is
easy to descend; seducing the people to a bad life is nothing
more marvelous than that a heavy stone should fall of its
own accord to the ground;” and Melanchton, a friend of
Luther, in answer to his mother’s question, whether she
should remain a Catholic or receive Luther’s doctrine,
wrote : “In this religion it is easy to live, in the Catholic it is
easy to die.”—Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor.

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday November 8, 2020
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$2790.00
$773.00

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$200.00
$54.64

TOTAL

$3817.64

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$3,357

Special Parish Project

$580.00

AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS
OF THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the
head of Satan; wherefore we humbly
beseech thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that,
under thy command, they may seek out all evil spirits,
engage them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence,
and hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like
unto God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever
be our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of
God, send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive
far from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels,
defend us and keep us. Amen.

St. Alphonsus Liguori: “Whosoever comes to the aid of
these distressed souls, so dear to our Lord, may
confidently hope to be saved; for if such a soul is
released through his prayer and good works, it prays
incessantly for his salvation, and God will not refuse to
hear His spouse.”
St. Catherine of Siena actually died for four hours once
only to be sent back. This is what she reported: “I saw the
torments of the damned and the souls in Purgatory, but there
is no words that can adequately describe these. If poor mortals
had a glimpse of the least of these torments they would
undoubtedly prefer to die ten times over than have to bear
such a thing for one day. I was specially struck by the
punishment meted out to those who sin in the married state,
who do not respect their vows as they should and seek to
satisfy their lust.” Her spiritual father and biographer Bd.
Raymond of Capua then asked: “’Why this sin, which is no
more serious than any other, should be punished so severely.’
She replied, ‘Because the people concerned don’t regard it as
important and consequently are not sorry for it as they are for
the others, and so they succumb to it more readily and
frequently… this fault is all too dangerous, however trivial it
may seem, because no one who commits it bothers to get
remission of it through repentance.’”
! The School of Virtue is open today at 7:00 pm via Zoom. Fr.
Shannon’s Wednesday evening meditation is cancelled this week.
! Be sure to explore our website for useful materials to grow in
holiness, especially the School of Virtue tab.
https://www.ourladyoflourdes.info/
! You can still gain indulgences for the Holy Souls by visiting
a cemetery, praying the traditional invocation for the dead:
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord; and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls and all the souls of the
faithful departed rest in peace. Amen

P RAYER

IN T IM E OF A FFLICTION
LESSED , O L ORD , be Thy Name forever, Who
has permitted this affliction to come upon us.
We cannot escape it, but must of necessity fly
to Thee to help us and turn it to our good.

L ORD , we are now in affliction. Our souls are ill at
ease, for we are much troubled with this present
suffering. Let it please Thee, O Lord, to deliver us, for,
poor wretches that we are, what can we do without
Thee? Thy mighty Hand can do all things.
G IVE US PATIENCE , O L ORD , and strength and peace.
Help us, O God, and we will not fear, no matter how
grievously we may be afflicted. O Lord, “Thy Will be
done!” Welcome be the Will of God! Sacred Heart of
Jesus, we place our trust in Thee. Amen

To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed Sacrament, kindly
refrain from wearing shorts, tee-shirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or backless dresses, or form-fitting
clothing of any sort. Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee when sitting even with leggings. With
due regard to time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

