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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
ST. NICHOLAS would become a bishop of the Holy Roman
Catholic Church. As a Christ-like shepherd, St. Nicholas would watch
over and provide for his flock even in miraculous ways. Sailors, for
example, called upon St. Nicholas for help one night when their boat was
about to capsize in a stormed tossed sea. Bishop Nicholas miraculously
appeared to them in the night sky and led them safely to port. But St.
Nicholas had a special love for children. In fact, he is a patron saint of all little ones,
and whenever he is pictured in icons or images, St. Nicholas is seen with three boys
surrounding him. You see, three boys had been brutally murdered by an innkeeper
and their bodies were then hidden in a large tub of pickle brine. St. Nicholas, inspired
by his guardian angel, found the bodies of the boys. He then miraculously raised them
from the dead and rescued them from the evil innkeeper. Because of his faithfulness
and countless good works, St. Nicholas is one of the most popular saints in the world.
In both east and west, north and south, people love him. St. Nicholas is the patron
saint of all Russia, as well as Greece and Sicily. And in England alone, more than 400
churches were dedicated to him in the Middle Ages when England still had the
Faith. But what many people forget about St. Nicholas is his profound love for the
Christ Child and his love of Catholic Truth. During his time as bishop, there was a
horrible heresy that denied the divinity of Christ. This false teaching was preached by
a priest named, Arius, and the heresy bears his name…Arianism. St. Nicholas not only
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did acts of charity and dropped off gifts of gold in
people’s homes, he also defended the teachings of the
apostles. St. Nicholas began by preaching so wonderfully
on the divinity of Christ, that the evil and false teaching
of Arianism was firmly rejected by the people of his
diocese. In addition, St. Nicholas attended a very
important Church council in the city of Nicea. While at
the Council of Nicea, St. Nicholas, in a moment of holy
zeal, rose up and struck Arius forcefully to the ground.
The Emperor Constantine and some of the bishops
present, removed Nicholas from the council chambers,
stripped him of his office, took away his episcopal robes,
miter, and crosier, and imprisoned him. Both our dearest
Lord and His Blessed Mother visited Nicholas in his cell.
The Son of God and Son of Mary asked Nicholas why he
was behind bars. Nicholas simply answered… Because of
my love for You. Soon Jesus and Mary restored his
bishop’s robes, his miter, and his crosier, as well as
giving him the Sacred Scriptures to study while in jail.
When the emperor heard of this miraculous visitation,
Constantine fully restored Nicholas and allowed him a
place at the council.—Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, pastor.

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday December 6, 2020
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$2867.50
$904.02

Immaculate Conception
Online & Other Donations
Candles

$1222.00
$350.00
$46.50

TOTAL

$5390.02

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$3,357

Special Parish Project

$3767.00

! Via Zoom the School of Virtue is open today at 7:00 pm,
and Fr. Shannon’s Wednesday evening meditation at 7:30 pm.
! Meditation books for Advent on the virtues of Charity and
Humility are still available as downloads on our website.
! Baby Item Donation Drive for the Rose Garden Mission of
The Franciscan Daughters of Mary: Nov. 29th – Dec. 16th.
Please place the items on the designated table in the Undercroft.
! Today’s second collection is for the retirement fund for
religious and priests of our diocese.
! Spiritual bouquets will be offered for Bishop Foys and
other religious persons. The sign up is in the Undercroft.
! New church envelopes for 2021 are available in the back
of the Church. Please take your assigned envelope box.
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in
keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament, kindly refrain from wearing shorts, teeshirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or
backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing of any sort.
Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee
when sitting even with leggings. With due regard to
time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear
decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

Novena for Christmas
December 16
O SHEPHERD that rulest Israel, Thou that leadest Joseph like
a sheep, come to guide and comfort us. Our Father, Hail
Mary, Glory be…
December 17
O WISDOM that comest out of the mouth of the Most High,
that reachest from one end to another, and orderest all
things mightily and sweetly, come to teach us the way of
prudence! Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be…
December 18
O ADONAI, and Ruler of the house of Israel, Who didst
appear unto Moses in the burning bush, and gavest him the
law in Sinai, come to redeem us with an outstretched arm!
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory…
December 19
O ROOT of Jesse, which standest for an ensign of the people,
at Whom the kings shall shut their mouths, Whom the
Gentiles shall seek, come to deliver us, do not tarry.
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory…
December 20
O KEY of David, and Sceptre of the house of Israel, that
openeth and no man shutteth, and shutteth and no man
openeth, come to liberate the prisoner from the prison, and
them that sit in darkness, and in the shadow of death.
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be…
December 21
O DAYSPRING, Brightness of the everlasting light, Sun of
justice, come to give light to them that sit in darkness and
in the shadow of death! Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be…
December 22
O KING of the Gentiles, yea, and desire thereof! O Cornerstone, that makest of two one, come to save man, whom
Thou hast made out of the dust of the earth! Our Father,
Hail Mary, Glory be…
December 23
O EMMANUEL, our King and our Law-giver, Longing of the
Gentiles, yea, and salvation thereof, come to save us,
O Lord our God! Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory be…
December 24
O THOU that sittest upon the cherubim, God of hosts, come,
show Thy face, and we shall be saved. Our Father,
Hail Mary, Glory be…

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS SCHEDULE:
12:00 am Midnight Mass;
9:00 am and 11:30 am

