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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”

Saint Bernard on the Sweet Name of Jesus
HE SWEET NAME OF JESUS

produces in us holy thoughts, fills the soul with
noble sentiments, strengthens virtue, begets good works, and nourishes
pure affections. All spiritual food leaves the soul dry, if it contain not that
penetrating oil, the name Jesus. When you take your pen, write the name
Jesus: if you write books, let the name of Jesus be contained in them, else they will
possess no charm or attraction for me; you may speak, or you may reply, but if the
name of Jesus sounds not from your lips, you are without unction and without
charm. Jesus is honey in our mouth, light in our eyes, a flame in our heart. This
name is the cure for all diseases of the soul. Are you troubled? think but of Jesus,
speak but the name of Jesus, the clouds disperse, and peace descends anew from
heaven. Have you fallen into sin? so that you fear death? invoke the name of Jesus,
and you will soon feel life returning. No obduracy of the soul, no weakness, no
coldness of heart can resist this holy name; there is no heart which will not soften
and open in tears at this holy name. Are you surrounded by sorrow and danger?
invoke the name of Jesus, and your fears will vanish. Never yet was human being
in urgent need, and on the point of perishing, who invoked this help-giving name,
and was not powerfully sustained. It was given us for the cure of all our ills; to
soften the impetuosity of anger, to quench the fire of concupiscence, to conquer
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pride, to mitigate the pain of our wounds, to overcome the
thirst of avarice, to quiet sensual passions, and the desires of
low pleasures. If we call to our minds the name of Jesus, it
brings before us His most meek and humble heart, and
gives us a new knowledge of His most loving and tender
compassion. The name of Jesus is the purest, and holiest, the
noblest and most indulgent of names, the name of all
blessings and of all virtues; it is the name of the God-Man,
of sanctity itself. To think of Jesus is to think of the great,
infinite God Who, having given us His life as an example,
has also bestowed the necessary understanding, energy and
assistance to enable us to follow and imitate Him, in our
thoughts, inclinations, words and actions. If the name of
Jesus reaches the depths of our heart, it leaves heavenly
virtue there. We say, therefore, with our great master, St.
Paul the Apostle: If any man love not our Lord Jesus Christ,
let him be anathema (I Cor. 16:22).—Fr. Shannon, msjb, pastor

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday December 27, 2020
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin
Christmas Day Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$3814.00
$864.00

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$3080.00
$67.76

TOTAL

$12,205.77

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$3,357

Special Parish Project

$0.00

$3150.00
$1230.01

! The School of Virtue is open today at 7 pm. Fr. Shannon’s
Wednesday evening meditation is as normal at 7:30 pm.
! There will be two Masses on Wednesday, the Feast of the
Epiphany: 6:30 am (Low) and 12:10 pm (High). If you would
like to receive the Epiphany blessing for Epiphany Water
please drop off water no later than Tuesday at 7 pm. Leave
water (with your name on it) in vestibule or on the blessing
table in the undercroft. Please use large jugs as opposed to
little drinking bottles.
! Remember to participate in the New Hope Pregnancy
Center Baby Bottle Campaign. Simply fill with offerings and
return when finished.
! New church envelopes for 2021 are available in the back
of the Church. Please take your assigned envelope box.
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in
keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament, kindly refrain from wearing shorts, teeshirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or
backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing of any sort.
Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee
when sitting even with leggings. With due regard to
time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear
decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

O Mary, Conceived without original sin,
make my body pure and my soul holy.
Hail Mary… (3 times morning & night)

The Twelve Days of Christmas
“The Twelve Days of Christmas” was written in England
as one of the “catechism songs” to help young Catholics
learn the tenets of their faith - a memory aid, when to be
caught with anything in writing indicating adherence to
the Catholic faith could not only get you imprisoned, but
hanged, or shortened by a head. The song’s gifts are
hidden meanings about our faith. The “true love”
mentioned in the song refers to God Himself. The “me”
who receives the presents refers to every baptized person.
The partridge in a pear tree is Jesus Christ, the Son of God.
In the song, Christ is symbolically presented as a mother
partridge which feigns injury to decoy predators from her
helpless nestlings, much in memory of the expression of
Christ’s sadness over the fate of Jerusalem: “Jerusalem!
Jerusalem! How often would I have sheltered thee under my
wings, as a hen does her chicks, but thou wouldst not have it
so...” The other symbols mean the following: 2 Turtle
Doves--The Old and New Testaments; 3 French Hens-Faith, Hope and Charity, the Theological Virtues; 4
Calling Birds--the Four Gospels and/or the Four
Evangelists; 5 Golden Rings--The first Five Books of the
Old Testament, the “Pentateuch”, which gives the history
of man’s fall from grace. 6 Geese A-laying--the six days of
creation; 7 Swans A-swimming--the seven gifts of the
Holy Ghost, the seven sacraments; 8 Maids A-milking-the eight beatitudes; 9 Ladies Dancing--the nine Fruits of
the Holy Spirit; 10 Lords A-leaping--the Ten
Commandments; 11 Pipers Piping--the eleven faithful
Apostles; 12 Drummers Drumming--the twelve points of
doctrine in the Apostle’s Creed. Q

“When the wrathful came to see Thee, Thou madest them
gladsome. They exchanged smiles with one another: the
angry were made gentle in Thee, O sweet One … He that
hath care came and saw Thee, his care fled away. He that
had anxiety; at Thee forgot his anxiety; the hungry forgot
his victuals; and he that had an errand, by Thee was
errant and forgot his journey”— St. Ephrem.
AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the head
of Satan; wherefore we humbly beseech
thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that, under thy
command, they may seek out all evil spirits, engage
them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, and
hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like unto
God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be
our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of God,
send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive far
from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels, defend
us and keep us. Amen.

