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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
Let us consider today our dearest Lord healing the leper in the Holy Gospel:
HY DID THE LEPER SAY:

“Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean”?
He believed Christ to be the promised Messiah, who as true God had the
power to heal him. From this we learn to have confidence in the
omnipotence of God, who is a helper in all need, (Ps. CVI. 6. 73. 19.) and
to leave all to the will of God, saying: Lord, if it be pleasing to Thee, and well for
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me, grant my petition.

Fr. Shannon Collins, MSJB

Why did Jesus stretch forth His hand and touch the leper?
To show that He was not subject to the law which forbade the touching of a leper
through fear of infection, which could not affect Jesus; to reveal the health-giving,
curative power of His flesh, which dispelled leprosy by the simple touch of His
hand; to give us an example of humility and of love for the poor sick, that we may
learn from Him to have no aversion to the infirm, but lovingly to assist the
unfortunate sick for the sake of Jesus who took upon Himself the leprosy of our
sins. The saints have faithfully imitated Him in their tender care for those suffering
from the most disgusting diseases. Oh, how hard it will be for those to stand
before the Tribunal of God at the Last Day, who cannot even bear to look at the
poor and sick!
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Why did Christ command the leper to tell no man?
To instruct us that we should not make known our
good works in order to obtain frivolous praise, (Matt.
VI 1.) which deprives us of our heavenly reward.
Why did Christ send the healed leper to the Priest?
That he might observe the law which required all the
healed lepers to show themselves to the priests, to offer
a sacrifice, to be examined and pronounced clean: that St. Gregory the Great on the Book of Job
UT WE MUST KNOW that the will of Satan is
the priest if he beheld the miracle of the sudden cure of
always evil, BUT his power is never
the leper, might know Him who had wrought the cure,
UNJUST, for his will he derives from
to be the Messiah; and finally, to teach us that we must
himself, but his power he derives from
honor the priests because of their high position, even
God. For what he himself unrighteously
when they do not live in a manner worthy of their
desires
to
do,
God does not allow to be done except with
dignity, as was the case with the Jewish priests.—Fr.
JUSTICE.
Whence
it is well said in the book of Kings, the
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evil spirit of God came upon Saul [1Kings 18:10]. You
see that one and the same spirit is both called the Lord’s
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spirit and an evil spirit; the Lord’s that is, by the
Week of Sunday January 17, 2021
concession of just power, but evil, by the desire of an
unjust will, so that he is not to be dreaded, who has no
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power but by permission; and, therefore, that Power is
the only worthy object of fear, which when it has been
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allowed the enemy to vent his rage, makes even his
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unjust will serve the purpose of a just judgment.”
“The holy man [Job], under trial from the adversary,
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power against him to tempt him, saving by the Lord’s
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devil hath taken away,’ but ‘the Lord gave, the Lord
hath taken away.’ For perchance it would have been a
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thing to grieve for, if what his Creator had given him,
his enemy had taken from him: but when no other hath
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taken it away, saving He Who Himself gave it, He hath
! The School of Virtue is open today at 7 pm, and Fr. only recalled what was His own, and hath not taken
away what was ours.”
Shannon’s weekly meditation is at 7:30 pm on Wednesday.
! Please pick up your tax letters.
“For if we have from Him all that we make use of in our
! This coming Saturday, we will be chanting the First present life, what cause for grief that by His own decree
Vespers of Septuagesima Sunday, along with having the we are made to surrender, of Whose bounty we have a
traditional burial of the Alleluia starting at 5 PM in the church. loan? Nor is He at any time an unfair creditor, who
while He is not bound to any set time of restitution,
exacts, whenever He will, what He lends out.” Q

Come Adore and Make Reparation to Thy King,
Exposed on the Altar every Friday
from 1:00 to 7:45 pm.
Please sign up for an hour.
“Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament has His hands
full of graces, and He is ready to bestow them on
anyone who asks for them”—St. Peter Alcantara.
O Mary, Conceived without original sin,
make my body pure and my soul holy. Hail Mary…
(3 times morning & night)

AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the head
of Satan; wherefore we humbly beseech
thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that, under thy
command, they may seek out all evil spirits, engage
them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, and
hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like unto
God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be
our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of God,
send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive far
from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels, defend
us and keep us. Amen.

To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed Sacrament, kindly
refrain from wearing shorts, tee-shirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or backless dresses, or form-fitting
clothing of any sort. Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee when sitting even with leggings. With
due regard to time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

