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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
originated in the Old Testament times.
Ashes symbolized mourning, mortality, and penance. For instance, in
the Book of Esther, Mordecai put on sackcloth and ashes when he
heard of the decree of King Ahasuerus (or Xerxes, 485-464 B.C.) of
Persia to kill all of the Jewish people in the Persian Empire (Esther 4:1).
Job (whose story was written between the 7th and 5th centuries B.C.) repented in
sackcloth and ashes (Job 42:6). Prophesying the Babylonian captivity of Jerusalem,
Daniel (c. 550 B.C.) wrote, “I turned to the Lord God, pleading in earnest prayer, with
fasting, sackcloth, and ashes” (Daniel 9:3). In the 5th century B.C., after Jonah’s
preaching of conversion and repentance, the town of Nineveh proclaimed a fast
and put on sackcloth, and the king covered himself with sackcloth and sat in the
ashes (Jonah 3:5-6). These Old Testament examples evidence both a recognized
practice of using ashes and a common understanding of their symbolism. The
early Church continued the usage of ashes for the same symbolic reasons. In his
book, De Poenitentia, Tertullian (c. 160-220) prescribed that the penitent must “live
without joy in the roughness of sackcloth and the squalor of ashes.” Eusebius
(260-340), the famous early Church historian, recounted in his The History of the
Church how an apostate named Natalis came to Pope Zephyrinus clothed in
sackcloth and ashes begging forgiveness. Also during this time, for those who
were required to do public penance, the priest sprinkled ashes on the head of the
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Sexagesima Sunday

February 7th, 2021

person leaving confession. In the Middle Ages (at least by
the time of the eighth century), those who were about to
die were laid on the ground on top of sackcloth sprinkled
with ashes. The priest would bless the dying person with
holy water, saying, “Remember that thou art dust and to dust
thou shalt return.” After the sprinkling, the priest asked,
“Art thou content with sackcloth and ashes in testimony
of thy penance before the Lord in the day of judgment?”
To which the dying person replied, “I am content.” In all
of these examples, the symbolism of mourning, mortality,
and penance is clear. Eventually, the use of ashes was
adapted to mark the beginning of Lent, the 40-day
preparation period (not including Sundays) for Easter.
The ritual for the “Day of Ashes” is found in the earliest
editions of the Gregorian Sacramentary which dates at
least to the 8th century. About the year 1000, an AngloSaxon priest named Aelfric preached, “We read in the
books both in the Old Law and in the New that the men
who repented of their sins bestrewed themselves with
ashes and clothed their bodies with sackcloth. Now let us
do this little at the beginning of our Lent that we strew
ashes upon our heads to signify that we ought to repent
of our sins during the Lenten fast.” In our present liturgy
for Ash Wednesday, we use ashes made from the burned
palm branches distributed on the Palm Sunday of the
previous year. The priest blesses the ashes and then
sprinkles them upon the crown of each person’s head. In
the United States, the custom has been to impose the
ashes on the foreheads of the faithful, making the sign of
the cross and saying, “Remember, man you are dust and to
dust you shall return.” Because of the Covid-19 protocols,
the Holy Father and the bishops have asked that there be
the sprinkling ashes on the crown of the head which
recalls the Biblical method of putting on sackcloth and
ashes as a sign of penance: “Now on the twenty-fourth day
of this month the people of Israel were assembled with fasting
and in sackcloth, and with earth upon their heads” (Neh 9:1).
This will be the method of receiving at Our Lady of
Lourdes in Park Hills on Ash Wednesday, February 17th.
—Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor.

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday January 31, 2021
Sunday Collection:

NOVENA TO OUR LADY OF LOURDES (FEB 2-10)
BLESSED, O MOST PURE
VIRGIN, V for having
vouchsafed to manifest
thyself V shining with light,
sweetness and beauty, V in the
Grotto of Lourdes, V saying to the
child, St. Bernadette, V “I am the
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION.” V A
thousand times we congratulate
thee upon thine Immaculate
Conception. V Show that thou art
our Mother. V Grant us ever to
remember this great favor. V
Make us rend to the Divine
Goodness suitable thanksgiving.
V May the Church enjoy lasting
peace and happiness.
E

MARY IMMACULATE, V inflame our hearts
with one ray of the burning love of thy pure
heart. V Let them be consumed with love for
Jesus and for thee, V in order that we may more
worthily congratulate thee here below V and merit
to congratulate thee one day in a glorious eternity.
(pause to mention intentions).
A thousand times we congratulate thee, O Mary
Immaculate: V show thyself our Mother.
Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be…
! The School of Virtue is open today at 7 pm, and Fr.
Shannon’s weekly meditation is at 7:30 pm on Wednesday.
! Lent Is Coming worksheets are available on our website
and in the back of the church.
! Please let the pastor know if you hope to have your child or
children receive First Holy Communion this coming Spring or
the Sacrament of Confirmation. First Communion is always
on Trinity Sunday, which is May 30th this year. Confirmation
will be on April 24th at 10 AM at the Cathedral Basilica.
! Confirmation classes will begin Sunday, March 7th after
the 11:30 AM Mass. First Communion Classes will begin
sometime in April.
! We plan to have a sung Mass for the Feast of Our Lady of
Lourdes on Thursday, February 11th, at 12:10 pm.
! Ash Wednesday Masses: 6:30 am, 12:10 pm, and 7 pm.
Holy Family Chapel in Union at 7 am.
! Second collection today is for the Undercroft Project.

Checks
Cash & Coin

$3190.00
$1054.27

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$958.00
$40.55

TOTAL

$5242.82

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$4,250

“Put Faith into practice by thinking on these
four truths: God is always present. Nothing
happens without His permission or outside of
His will. Anything we do to others we do to
Him. All kindness and goodness are in Him.”

Special Parish Project

$0.00

“Jesus gives all to those who surrender all.”

To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed Sacrament, kindly
refrain from wearing shorts, tee-shirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or backless dresses, or form-fitting
clothing of any sort. Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee when sitting even with leggings. With
due regard to time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

