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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
INSTRUCTION ON TEMPTATION
A temptation is either a trial for instruction and
exercise in virtue, or a deception and incitement to sin. In the first
sense, God tempts man; in the second, he is tempted by the devil, the
world or bad people, and the flesh, by evil thoughts, feelings, words, or work.
By what are we principally tempted? By our own evil concupiscence and
inclination to sin which adhere to us through original sin, on account of which it is
said, that the flesh lusteth against the spirit. (Gal. V. 17.)
Does the devil also tempt us? He does, and is therefore called, in this day’s
gospel, the tempter. St. Peter teaches us this, having himself experienced it: Be sober
and watch: because your adversary the devil, as a roaring-lion, goeth about, seeking whom
he may devour. (I Peter V. 8.) Not all temptations are to be ascribed to the devil,
however, they often come from our own corrupt nature, our own incautiousness,
or looseness of our senses, by which we expose ourselves to the danger of falling
into sin.
How does the devil tempt us to sin? In a twofold manner: He incites the
concupiscence of man to those sins to which he sees him inclined, and then seeks
to blind and confuse his imagination, so that he neither reflects, nor properly sees
the temporal injury, disgrace, and derision, nor the shamefulness of sin and its
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First Sunday of Lent
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eternal punishment. Thus the devil seduced Eve, our
first mother, and thus he tempted Christ, with whom
he could not, of course, succeed, for He was incapable
of sin. He tempts bad people to persecute us, or to try
us by their wicked vanities, as he did by the friends of
Job.
Can the devil force us to evil? He cannot; “for as a
chained dog,” says St. Augustine, “can bite none but
those who go near him, so the devil cannot harm with
his temptations those who do not consent to them. Like
the dog he can bark at you, but cannot bite you against
your will.” Not by force but by persuasion Satan
strives to injure, he does not force our consent, but
entreats it. Seek, therefore, to subdue your passions
and your senses, especially your eyes, and you will
either remain free from all temptations, or easily
overcome them. —Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday February 14, 2021
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$2710.00
$856.51

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$0.00
$51.21

TOTAL

$3617.72

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$4,250

Special Parish Project

$1323.00

Stations of the Cross prayed Fridays at
6:30 pm with Benediction and Compline
following. The Stations will replace the
Holy Hour of Reparation.
! The School of Virtue is open today at 7 pm. Fr. Shannon’s
weekly meditation is at 7:30 on Wednesday.
! We have our LENT is COMING worksheets available in the
Church, and RULES for FASTING and ABSTINENCE. Be
sure to get one. They are also on our website.
! Please inform Fr. Shannon if you have any children in need
of receiving the Sacraments this Spring....
! Confirmation classes will begin Sunday, March 7th after
the 11:30 AM Mass. First Communion Classes will begin
sometime in April. This week’s Wednesday Zoom class is on
the Sacrament of Confirmation.
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in
keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed
Sacrament, kindly refrain from wearing shorts, teeshirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or
backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing of any sort.
Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee
when sitting even with leggings. With due regard to
time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear
decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

BACK IN 1858 ON THIS DAY
occurred the sixth apparition of
Our Lady of Lourdes: Sunday, Feb
21. Before attending Mass on the
first Sunday of Lent, Bernadette
visits the Grotto. During this
apparition, the Immaculate Lady
looks off into the distance and
shows signs of deep sorrow,
saying, “Pray to God for sinners.” At the sight of Her
sadness, Bernadette cannot help shedding tears. Just
as with Simeon’s prophecy, the Immaculate Heart of
Mary seems to be pierced even now with the sword
of sorrow caused by the sins of men, sins that crucify
Her Son, making Him a sign of contradiction. Dr.
Dozous is there for the first time to check and observe
the visionary for any abnormalities. No medical
irregularities are observed. Later that day, St.
Bernadette has to give a serious presentation of the
happenings at the Grotto to the city officials. Herod is
already looking for the Infant King. In dealing with
them, Bernadette later says: “I was no longer myself, I
was not afraid.” Let us not fear any earthly power.
With the help of God, we shall go forward bravely!
(Learn more about the striking harmony of the 18 apparitions at
Lourdes, most notably how they coincide very closely with the
Rosary’s 15 decades by downloading the document Our Lady of
Lourdes on the parish website, Grotto-Apparitions tab.)
EHOLD,

O GOOD AND MOST SWEET JESUS, I
fall upon my knees before Thee, and with
most fervent desire beg and beseech Thee
that Thou wouldst impress upon my heart a
lively sense of faith, hope and charity, true repentance
for my sins, and a firm resolve to make amends. And
with deep affection and grief, I reflect upon Thy five
wounds, having before my eyes that which Thy
prophet David spoke about Thee, o good Jesus: “They
have pierced my hands and feet, they have counted
all my bones.” Amen.
(Note: This prayer is a partially indulgenced prayer. However,
if one recites it before an image of Christ crucified, and under
the usual conditions, on any of the Fridays in Lent, one may
receive a plenary indulgence).
AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the
head of Satan; wherefore we humbly
beseech thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that,
under thy command, they may seek out all evil spirits,
engage them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence,
and hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like
unto God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever
be our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of
God, send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive
far from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels,
defend us and keep us. Amen.

