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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
St. Cyril of Alexandria’s spiritual interpretation of the Wedding Feast of Cana
TYPICAL EXAMPLE of Cyril’s exegetical method in which he displays his
concerns for Christology and soteriology is his treatment of the
wedding at Cana in John 2:1-12. Cyril begins by asking a question that
would not even occur to most modern commentators – why would
Jesus bother to go to a marriage feast? He answers that Jesus attended
the wedding because He was invited, but, more significantly, He went to the
wedding in order “to sanctify the very beginning of the birth of man.” That is,
Jesus’ mission as the one who would recreate the human race was not simply to
bless those persons already called into being, but also to bless those “soon to be
born” through the marriage and to “make holy their entrance into being.” A yet
further point relates to the marriage itself. Using Scripture to interpret Scripture,
Cyril quotes the curse pronounced upon Eve in Gen 3:16 – “In sorrow thou shalt
bring forth children.” As the one who came to redeem mankind, Jesus removed this
curse of the Fall and in so doing honored marriage and erased the shame
associated with childbearing. Jesus undertook this action because God has loved
mankind and is the “Delight and Joy of all.” Finally, Cyril uses another text to
drive home his point. The theme of the recapitulation of the human race in Jesus
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Christ is supported by Paul’s declaration in 2 Cor 5:17
that if anyone is in Christ he is a new creature. Having
stated the historical account of the text, Cyril begins his
description of “what is therein signified,” that is, the
spiritual meaning of the passage. He states the
principle guiding his exegesis as “holy Scripture
carries up language from human things to a meaning
that is above us.” In other words, the language or
ordinary human experience mirrors greater divine
realities. The realities he has in mind are the
description of Jesus as the bridegroom and human
nature as the bride. Furthermore, the fact that the
marriage occurred on the third day is significant, for
“the number three gives us beginning, middle, end,”
signifying the whole of time. It is for this reason that
Christ was raised on the third day. Thus, Cyril uses the
wedding “on the third day” in conjunction with several
other texts (Hos 6:1-3; Gen 3:19; 1 Cor 15:20) to argue
that on the third day Christ was raised from the dead
and so “rendered all our nature whole, raising it from
the dead in Himself.” Other elements in the passage
also have spiritual significance. The fact that the
miracle was performed in Cana of Galilee rather than
in Jerusalem reveals that the Jews would reject Jesus,
but that the Gentiles would gladly receive him. The
lack of wine at the feast signifies the inability of the
Mosaic law to bring perfection, and the fact that Jesus
created wine even better than the first foreshadows the
greater blessings of the Gospel brought by Christ
(relying also upon 2 Cor 3:6, a classic proof text of
patristic exegesis). Finally, in Cyril’s exegesis the ruler
of the feast becomes a type of the priesthood. Just as
the ruler was given the wine first, so the priest should
be supported by the Church (relying also upon 2 Tim
2:6).—Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor.

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday January 9, 2022
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$3410.00
$1055.00

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$250.00
$98.50

! The School of Virtue is open today at 1:45pm.
! Associatio Amicorum is meeting this Wednesday as usual.
! Our bishop John Iffert will be coming to visit our parish on
January 30th.
! Please consider taking an hour of adoration on Friday this
week. On January 21st, the bishops have asked for a day of
penance with fasting and abstinence, as well as adoration of
the Most Blessed Sacrament as acts of reparation for the
horrible crime of abortion and the contraceptive mentality
that is foundation to a culture of death.

STATEMENT OF SPECIAL PARISH PROJECT FUNDS:
RENOVATION OF THE UNDERCROFT
Funds Raised
Sunday Collections & Donations
DPAA Rebates
Grants
Total
Expenses
Sink (paint room)
Storm Windows
Lighting
Electricians (Gleason)
Sound System
Sound proofing Insulation
Materials & Labor
Plumbing (Henn)
Kitchen Appliances
Cabinets/Counter tops
Flooring (includes installation)
Mini-split HVAC (Action)
Total
Usable Funds

$136,060
$8,618
$20,000
$164,678
$377
$2,708
$9,789
$10,586
$1,222
$4,130
$36,292
$4,796
$3,424
$25,923
$27,460
$9,955
$136,661
$28,017

We hope to finish the stage area soon (including a larger
monitor for undercroft overflow viewing of the Sanctuary),
add a niche for the Sacred Heart in the lower Sacristy, sound
panels to help the acoustics, as well as finishing the cabinets
in the back of the hall and painting all the walls.
n.b. Due to an oversight, we included the DPAA rebate money
in the parish reserves reported in last week’s bulletin, when it
really belongs to the undercroft funds. The parish reserves
are $105,921. The bulletin of 1-9-22 is now corrected.
AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the head
of Satan; wherefore we humbly beseech
TOTAL
$4813.50
thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that, under thy
command, they may seek out all evil spirits, engage
Weekly Budgetary Needs
$5,052
them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, and
hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like unto
Special Parish Project
$930.00
God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be
“Matrimony is a holy thing and is to be treated in a holy our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of God,
manner”—Council of Trent.
send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive far
“For socialism to succeed three things must be destroyed: from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels, defend
us and keep us. Amen.
Property, Religion, and the Family” —Karl Marx.
To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed Sacrament, kindly
refrain from wearing shorts, tee-shirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing
of any sort. Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee when sitting even with leggings (around mid-calf). With
due regard to time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

