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“I do not promise you happiness in this life, only in the next”
From an explanation on today's Holy Gospel:
AN A MAN BE REALLY POSSESSED OF A DEVIL?

It is the doctrine of the Catholic Church that the evil spirit most perniciously
influences man in a twofold manner: by enticing his soul to sin, and then
influencing his body which he often entirely or partially possesses,
manifesting himself by madness, convulsions, insanity, etc. Many texts of Scripture,
and the writings of the Fathers speak of this possession. St. Cyprian writes: "We can
expel the swarms of impure spirits, who for the ruin of the soul, enter into the bodies
of men, and we can compel them to acknowledge their presence, by the force of
powerful words." Possession takes place by the permission of God either for trial or as
a punishment for sin committed, (I. Cor. V. 5.) and the Church from her Head, Jesus,
who expelled so many devils, has received the power of casting them out as He did.
(Mark XVI. 17.; Acts V. 16., VIII. 6. 7., XVI. 18. &c.) She however warns her ministers,
the priests, who by their ordination have received the power to expel the evil spirits, to
distinguish carefully between possession and natural sickness, that they may not be
deceived, (Rit. ROM. §. 3. §. 5-10.) and the faithful should guard against looking upon
every unusual, unhealthy appearance as an influence of Satan, and should give no ear
to impostors, but in order not to be deceived, should turn to an experienced physician
or to their pastor.
WHAT IS UNDERSTOOD BY A DUMB DEVIL?
The literal meaning of this is the evil enemy, who some times so torments those whom
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he possesses that they lose the power of speech; in a
spiritual sense, we may understand it to mean the shame
which the devil takes away from the sinner, when he
commits the sin, but gives back again, as false shame,
before confession, so that the sinner conceals the sin, and
thereby falls deeper.
HOW DOES CHRIST STILL CAST OUT DUMB DEVILS?
By His grace with which He inwardly enlightens the
sinner, so that he becomes keenly aware that the sins
which he has concealed in confession, will one day be
known to the whole world, and thus encourages him to
overcome his false shame. - "Be not ashamed to confess to
one man," says St. Augustine, "that which you were not
ashamed to do with one, perhaps, with many." Consider
these words of the same saint: "Sincere confession
subdues vice, conquers the evil one, shuts the door of hell,
and opens the gates of paradise."
HOW DID CHRIST PROVE, THAT HE DID NOT CAST OUT
DEVILS BY BEELZEBUB?
By showing that the kingdom of Satan could not stand, if
one evil spirit were cast out by another; that they thus
reproached their own sons who also cast out devils, and
had not been accused of doing so by power from
Beelzebub; by His own life and works which were in
direct opposition to the devil, and by which the devil's
works were destroyed. - There is no better defence against
calumny than an innocent life, and those who are
slandered, find no better consolation than the thought of
Christ who, notwithstanding His sanctity and His
miracles, was not secure against calumniation.
WHAT IS MEANT BY THE FINGER OF GOD?
The power of God, by which Christ expelled the evil
spirits, proved himself God, and the promised Redeemer.
-- Fr. Shannon Collins, msjb, Pastor

Weekly Financial Report
Week of Sunday March 13, 2022
Sunday Collection:
Checks
Cash & Coin

$3580.50
$1058.00

Online & Other Donations
Candles

$1000.00
$91.70

TOTAL

$5730.20

Weekly Budgetary Needs

$5,052

Special Parish Project

$805.00

ANNOUNCING PARISH MISSION: Fr. Shannon will be preaching
a Lenten mission at OLOL beginning with the Sunday
Masses on March 27th. Mission conferences held each
evening at 7pm Monday-Thursday, March 28th-31st.
Catechism Classes held at 10am in the undercroft,
Monday-Wednesday, 28th-30th.

According to the Golden Legend, written by
Archbishop Jacobus de Voragine around the year 1260, the
following occurred on the 25th of March:
—The Annunciation
—Adam was created and fell into original sin
—Cain slew Abel
—Melchizedek offered bread and wine to God
—Abraham offered up his son Issac
—St. John the Baptist was beheaded
—St. Peter was delivered from Prison
—St. James was martyred by Herod
—The crucifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ
—The rising of many bodies of the saints with Christ
—The happy end granted by Christ to St. Dismas
“Put Faith into practice by thinking on these four truths: God is
always present. Nothing happens without His permission or outside
of His will. Anything we do to others we do to Him. All kindness and
goodness are in Him.”—St. Bernadette
AJESTIC QUEEN OF HEAVEN AND MISTRESS OF
THE ANGELS, thou didst receive from God

the power and commission to crush the head
of Satan; wherefore we humbly beseech
thee, send forth the legions of Heaven, that, under thy
command, they may seek out all evil spirits, engage
them everywhere in battle, curb their insolence, and
hurl them back into the pit of Hell. “Who is like unto
God?” O good and tender Mother, thou shalt ever be
our hope and the object of our love. O Mother of God,
send forth the holy Angels to defend us and drive far
from us the cruel foe. Holy Angels and Archangels, defend
us and keep us. Amen.
! School of Virtue catechism closed this afternoon.
! Associatio Amicorum meets this Wednesday at 6:30pm.
! There will be no weekend Masses at Holy Family Oratory in
Union on March 26th and 27th.
! After the 11:30 AM Mass today, please come and enjoy the
merriment of our annual St. Joseph/St. Patrick Day Party.
! DPAA Pledge Weekend begins today, Sunday, March 20th.
Our goal this year is just over $30,000. Whatever is raised
beyond that comes back to the parish for its own needs.
! The Sacrament of Confirmation will be on Saturday, May
7th, at 10 AM. First Holy Communion is on June 12th, at the
11:30 AM Mass at OLOL. Please contact Fr. Shannon if you
would like to have your children receive these Sacraments.
The first class for Confirmation will be on March 27th.
Confirmandi are expected to attend the regular catechism
class on Sundays at 1:45 PM.
! Stations of the Cross held at 6:30pm on Fridays in Lent.

To dress becomingly for God and neighbor, and in keeping with the reverence due to the Blessed Sacrament, kindly
refrain from wearing shorts, tee-shirts, tank-tops, revealing blouses, sleeveless or backless dresses, or form-fitting clothing
of any sort. Please wear dresses and skirts that fall below the knee when sitting even with leggings (around mid-calf). With
due regard to time and circumstance, all are encouraged to wear decorous attire befitting sacred and divine worship.

